The Thank-You Notes 


from Afghan 
and Iraqi hosts 


have lost grace 
in translation. 


Those dead 
must observe 
the niceties 


no longer. Which 
is a shame! For a 
Civilized society 


is marked by 
soft exchange. 


They’ve been cheated 
thus,of raucous life, 


but, more importantly, 
of elegance. 


